
“Green Globes offers a 
smooth question & answer 
review process and clear 
direction, and I really liked 
the fact that the assessor 
came to the site to confirm 
that items were actually 
implemented in the 

building.” 

SARA ABRAMS, PROJECT ARCHITECT 
from Clark Nexsen

PROJECT RATING:
TWO GREEN GLOBES

PROJECT PROFILE

> Green Globes New Construction  

UNIVERSITY OF NORTH CAROLINA BENEFITS
FROM GREEN GLOBES® STREAMLINED PROCESS

The University of North Carolina Charlotte turned to Green Globes 

when it sought green building certification on its new student 

residential building, Belk Hall. The building earned two Green 

Globes, becoming the first project to utilize Green Globes’ updated 

New Construction rating system, and the first publicly owned 
building in North Carolina to achieve Green Globes certification.

Brian Kugler, UNC Charlotte’s senior project manager in facilities management, says 

that Green Globes is a good choice for universities because it offers a lower cost, yet 

rigorous, option for certification. “We have a responsibility to the taxpayers,” explains 

Kugler. “We wanted to implement sustainable features that were best suited to the 

project, and Green Globes let us hone in on the items that were most relevant.”

Completed in August 2013, Belk Hall sits on the university’s urban research campus. The 

175,000-square-foot facility contains 426 beds in the form of apartments and 

suites, and includes community kitchens, lounges and study rooms. Kevin Stover, 

Green Globes’ Commercial Programs Consultant cited Belk Hall’s attention to 

detail in the design and material selection process, including earning the maximum 

credit in the life cycle assessment performance path for core and shell materials.  

“The team clearly demonstrated their commitment to environmental excellence 

in materials and resources, as well as stellar performance in energy and water 

efficiency.”



EFFICIENT AND COLLABORATIVE PROCESS
Architecture firm Clark Nexsen designed Belk Hall and architect Sara 

Abrams was highly involved in the Green Globes certification.

“It was very easy,” Abrams says. “There were no 

complicated templates, just a survey and construction 

documents and specifications. I divided parts of the 

survey among the appropriate parties, and that part of 

the process was useful because it encouraged us to 

talk across disciplines.”

Jason Jones, architecture department head at Clark Nexsen, wanted 

to maintain performance standards with a way to verify them, and he 

found that Green Globes distinguished itself through helpful feedback 

and personal follow-up. “Green Globes offers a smooth 

question-and-answer review process and clear direction, and I really 

liked the fact that the assessor came to the site to confirm that items 

were actually implemented in the building,” notes Jones.

After working directly with the assessor, Abrams was impressed at 

how available he was. “It was evident that he wanted to help,” she 

recalls. “During the site visit, our Green Globes Assessor saw things in 

the field that weren’t in our survey. He offered us suggestions and 

made sure we didn’t miss anything.”

Kugler also appreciates the way that Green Globes partners with 

projects to achieve certification.  “I would definitely recommend this 

process to other universities. It offers a straightforward way for a 

building to meets performance requirements for certification without 

being cumbersome and costly.”
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BELK HALL EARNED POINTS
THROUGH GREEN GLOBES FOR:

• Recycled materials used in the furniture 

systems, carpets, Gypsum Wallboard, metal 

studs, and resilient tile; and products such as 

resilient tile flooring, rubber tile, and sheet 

carpeting that improved durability for longer 

life

• Development of a Building Life Service Plan to 

optimize long-term maintenance and improve 

sustainability over time 

• Energy efficiency measures including large 

windows for daylighting in the common spaces, 

very high-performance glass, continuous 

insulation for thermal performance, occupancy 

sensors and a 95% efficiency condensing boiler

• Low-flow fixtures and aerators in the faucets 

and showers that helped the facility achieve a 

49.4% water reduction 

> GREEN GLOBES RATINGS

Once an assessment is verified by a third 

party, properties achieving a score of 35% or 

more receive a Green Globes rating based on 

the percentage of total points (up to 1,000) 

achieved.

85-100%  (FOUR GREEN GLOBES)

Demonstrates national leadership and 

excellence in the practice of energy, water, and 

environmental efficiency to reduce 

environmental impacts. 

70-84%  (THREE GREEN GLOBES)

Demonstrates leadership in applying best 

practices regarding energy, water, and 

environmental efficiency.

55-69%  (TWO GREEN GLOBES)

Demonstrates excellent progress in the 

reduction of environmental impacts and use of 

environmental efficiency practices.

35-54%  (ONE GREEN GLOBE)

Demonstrates a commitment to environmental 

efficiency practices. 




